
The Marist Old Boys Executive Committee (MOBExCom) 
held its first meeting at the recently refurbished Honson 
Street Secretariat.

The July 3rd meet at the newly refurbished Secretariat 
also heralds a new beginning for the alumni as it looks 
to roll out a range of services to its financial members 
from the new look office.

The regular monthly meet was held inside the Solomone 
Taufa Boardroom.

In attendance were MOBA Patron Brother Sam Eathorne, 
MOB Secretary Felix Magnus, Assistant Secretary Vuate 
Karawalevu, Assistant Treasurer Kevin Yuen, Committee 
members Sam Foy Chung and Meli Bainimarama as well 
as President Opetaia Ravai.

The meeting amongst other things discussed MOBA’s 
financials, as well as a summary and analysis of the 
recent MOBILISE conference followed by a report on 
ongoing projects by head of projects, Kini Koroi.
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Keeping you informed

Golden voice of broadcast, Semi Koroi passes on.
One of  the pioneers  of  Fi j i ’s 
broadcast industry, renowned 
former radio announcer and media 
personality, Semi Koroi has been 
laid to rest.

Originally from Nakoroboya in Ba, 
he is survived by his six children 
and 23 grandchildren.

Up until his passing Koroi was 
active as the founding host of 
popular local T V history show 
“Back in Time,” which aired both 
on Fiji TV and FBC TV.

While at Marist from 1966 to 1969, 
Koroi was a champion orator and 
an active Claudius athlete.

He was also the unique voice of 
LITANI, the Fiji military ’s radio 
broadcast service to all Fiji Battalion 
soldiers serving in Lebanon in the 
early 1980’s.

Koroi is the father of MOB Claudius 
House Captain Suli Koroi.

He was 66 years old at the time of 
his passing.



Brother Gilbert Samuel Eathorne, Patron of the Marist Rugby Club 
and Marist Old Boys was born on 25th January 1933 in Greymouth 
on the West Coast of New Zealand, an area which has supplied many 
vocations to the Marist Brothers.

After completing his education he joined the novitiate and served 
the New Zealand community, and was an efficient and effective 
teacher and at a young age of 26 he was already Head Teacher at 
Marist Primary in Palmerston North.

His career as an administrator was equalled by his very successful 
coaching of sports teams and he had a  knack of motivating youngsters 
to strive and attain success.

From Palmerston he went on to head the Primary School at Sacred 
Heart College and in 1972, he arrived in Fiji.

Having been introduced to the Fijian culture and language, in 1974 he was the founding leader of 
the new community at Napuka and became Principal of the new Napuka Junior Secondary School.

After a short break in Switzerland he returned and took charge of vocations and religious education 
at MBHS and Cathedral Secondary School.

In 1980 he was appointed District Superior of the Marist Brothers in Fiji. In 1982 he was called to 
Rome, to attend the General Conference of Provincial and District Superiors.

After his term as District Superior he moved back to Napuka for a year before he joined the St 
Bede’s community in charge of the boys boarding section.

Now based at Lomary looking after the novices, he still assists the Red Fire boys when called upon 
and his words of advice and knowledge is always valued.

With a keen interest in the work of the alumni, Brother Sam is always present at the regular monthly 
MOBA meetings which take place between 6pm to 7pm, after which he will board the last Taunovo 
Bus to Lomary from the Suva Bus Stand.

Name: Abhay Nand

House: Alphonsus

Years in MBHS: 1974 – 1978

Status: Originally from Lami and now living in the 
Sunshine Coast, Queensland Australia. Former President 
of Queensland MOB from 2009 to 2011.

Profession: Financial advisor and planner.

Best Memories from School: Failed Form 6 and was 
forced to find a job at the then Fiji Post and Telecom 
Limited (FPTL) to help support the family after father 
died. Fondly remembers Brother Magellan as school 
principal.

Remarks: “Every year we talk about the same things. It is 
time we acted on those things and get going. Especially 
since none of us are getting any younger so the time 
to act in now.”

MOB PROFILE Queensland MOB: Abhay Nand

“Revisiting Brother Sam’s Journey”
Trip down memory lane with Bull

Brother Sam Eathorne



AGE NO BARRIER FOR EDUCATION - DR NAKARAWA
Every once in a while you come 
across a truly inspiring story.

Old boy and Kadavu native, 
Dr Jalesi Nakarawa this month 
graduated with his PhD in Law 
focusing on domestic violence, 
from New Zealands Waikato 
University, aged 60.

Raised from a broken family after 
his father died when he was just 5 
years old, dropping out of school 
at fifth form and living on the 
streets of Suva are chapters in 
his life he says made him more 
determined to succeed in life.

Later joining the Fiji Prison Service 
in 1979 and also pursuing distance 

education at USP, he rose through 
the ranks to become Assistant 
Commissioner before migrating 
to New Zealand in 2001.

“If you are willing to put in the 
effort,  to work hard, and to 
persevere, you can succeed and 
hopefully, I set them an example 
by graduating with a PhD in law at 
the age of 60,” says Dr Nakarawa.

Now practicing law in Waikato, 
he is also head of the Fiji Waikato 
Community and also provides 
free legal advice to those who 
cannot afford lawyers.

PA S I  S E L E C T E D  I N 
HURRICANES U18 SIDE
Former bustling MBHS U18 prop 
Kaliopasi Uluilakepa made it 
into the Hurricanes U18 squad 
that played  their Crusaders 
counterparts recently.

He was part of the 23 member 
squad chosen from a field of 58 
players which includes those 
from across the Hurricanes 
region.

Pasi who plays for the 132 year 
old Petone Rugby Club, was 
one of two Wellington-based 
club players selected after an 
exhaustive 5 day development 
camp. 

The Hurricanes U18 side’s game 
was the curtain raiser at the 
recent Super Rugby match 
between the Hurricanes and 
Crusaders on July 15th.

Hurricanes High Performance 
Manager Chris Stirling said they 
were thrilled with the ability of 
the selected players and the 
potential they offered for the 
future of Hurricanes rugby.

Petone Rugby Club has produced 
some big names over the years 
such as All Blacks 1987 World 
Cup winning Captain Andy 
Leslie, Tana Umaga and Ricky 
Flutey.

A big Vinaka to Alphonsus for 
their regular mouth watering 
spreads at the Honson Street 
Secretariats wooden decking 
area. With a menu boasting 
dishes such as “Wild Terrestrial 
Pork roasted in organic setting” 
to “Jasmine fluffed up rice,” who 
in their right mind will want to 
miss out!

Thank you also to all those 
alumni members who continue 
to support the ongoing activities 
at the Secretariat, whether it is 
burning calories during our 
regular weekend working bees 
or adding calories during those 
much looked forward to Friday 
lunch specials by Alphonsus.

Honson Street Secretariats Update


